
PROPOSED COMMUNITY HOUSING 

DEVELOPMENT
14th Avenue and Donald Cousens Parkway, Markham

City of  Markham Development Services Committee 

March 5, 2024



Overview

1. Project Background 

2. The Need for an Affordable Housing Site

3. Community Engagement

4. Planning Policy Context and Justification

5. Updates to the Proposal



Project Background

• An opportunity for new community housing on 
Region-owned land at 14th Avenue and Donald 
Cousens Parkway in the City of Markham

• The building will be owned and operated by 
Housing York Inc.

• The original proposal included a two-phase 
approach to respond to funding timeline 
requirements while preserving future development 
opportunities

• A previous Public Meeting was held on June 7, 2022

• The revised proposal reflects a one-phase 
approach, responds to technical and community 
feedback and includes approximately 150 units of 
much-needed rental housing, including affordable 
and market rent options
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Subject Site at 14th Avenue and Donald Cousens Parkway
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Responding to a Crisis

• There is a housing affordability crisis in 
York Region. In 2021, York Regional Council 
passed a resolution declaring  a housing affordability 
crisis.

• York Region’s wait list continues to grow. 
Nearly 15,000 households are on the subsidized 
housing centralized  waitlist, with wait times ranging 
from six to over eight years.

• York Region and the City of Markham are 
committed to building more affordable 
housing. Markham’s Affordable and Rental Housing 
Strategy supports increasing the supply of affordable 
rental housing options. 

• This development represents an exciting 
opportunity to support a complete 

community.
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Engaging with the Community

Public Information Centres

Project Web Page

Neighbour Mailouts
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Key Building and Site Layout Updates

Original Two-phase Concept—Submitted January 2022 Revised Single-phase Concept—Resubmitted December 2023
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Planning Application Process

Proposal submitted - January 17, 2022

City circulates application to staff & external agencies

Development Services Committee Public Meeting #1 

June 7, 2022

Comments provided to applicant

Development Services Committee Public Meeting #2  

January 23, 2024

Council makes a decision on the proposal

If no appeals are received, amendment is in force

Decision Notice is circulated

WE ARE HERE
City staff submits recommendation report to 

Development Services Committee for consideration

Comments provided to applicant at Public Information Centre  
November 9, 2023

Application resubmitted to address 

comments - December 21, 2023

Application resubmitted to address 
comments - October 12, 2023

Additional comments provided to applicant by City staff and external 

agencies
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Addressing City Comments and Community Feedback
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Incorporating Feedback on the Site Plan

The revised proposal incorporates several key 

comments from Markham Council and City staff 

discussed at the previous Public Meeting, including:

Parking and Transportation Considerations

1. Right-in, right-out entrance on Donald Cousens Parkway

2. Increased parking for residents and visitors while reducing 

surface parking

3. Relocated underground parking ramp entrance

Active Transportation Amenities

4. Secured bike storage and bike repair station in 

underground garage

5. Proposed sidewalk connection on 14th Avenue

Transit Opportunities

6. Dedicated layby for door-to-door transit connectivity

Environmental Impacts

7. Coordinated with TRCA regarding floodplain setbacks

8. Reconfigured building provides more landscaped open 

space and outdoor amenity space

Building Height and Location

9. Shifted building north by relocating staging area

10.Stepback in height from 4 to 6 storeys provides transition
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Fitting into the Neighbourhood Context
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How the Building Could Fit on the Site
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How to Stay Engaged
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Sarah Buckley, Community Liaison
Email: housingdevelopment@york.ca
Phone: 289-338-8063



THANK YOU
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